
Nuclear Power Plant Emergency Tips 
 
The Columbia County Radiological Emergency Operations Plan, available for review at your local 
public library, establishes response procedures for those living, working, or conducting business 
in the "Emergency Planning Zone" (EPZ) which includes the 10-mile radius of the Susquehanna 
Steam Electric Station (SSES) located near Berwick in Salem Township, Luzerne County.  
 
The EPZ affects over 19,000 residents in eight Columbia County Municipalities.  They are:   
Beaver Township, Berwick Borough, Briar Creek Borough, Briar Creek Township, Fishing Creek 
Township, Mifflin Township, North Centre Township, and  South Centre Township.  
 
Basic emergency information is available in the blue pages of the local telephone books, on  
the web at www.columbiacountyema.org, and this pamphlet.  The eight Columbia County  
Municipalities located in the EPZ also have emergency response plans. Inquiries pertaining to 
specific information in these plans should be directed to your Township or Elected Officials.  
School Districts located in the EPZ have written procedures that parents should be familiar with.  
 
KEEP YOURSELF INFORMED!  DON'T WAIT UNTIL THE SIRENS GO OFF!  
 

S.S.E.S. Nuclear Power Plant Classifications  

"Unusual Event" - Events are in process or have occurred that could reduce plant safety or  
security.  No release of radioactive material requiring off site monitoring or response is expected.  
No action by the general public is expected.    
 
"Alert" - Events are in process or have occurred that could substantially reduce plant safety or 
security.  If any radioactive release were to occur, it is expected to be below EPA guidelines for 
protection of the public within the site boundary.  No action by the general public is required.    
 
"Site Area Emergency" - Events are in process or have occurred that are likely to affect major 
plant safety or security systems.  If any radioactive release were to occur, it is expected to be  
below EPA guidelines for protection of the public within the site boundary.  No action by the  
general public is required.    
 
"General Emergency" - Events are in process or have occurred that have substantially  
damaged the reactor core and caused failure to plant safety systems that are needed to protect 
the public.  Radiation releases are expected to exceed EPA’s guidelines for protection of the  
public beyond plant property.  The public is asked to tune into an emergency alert system radio or 
TV station for official information and instructions.  
 
 

FAMILY EMERGENCY PLAN 
 
It is a good idea to develop a Family 
Emergency Plan.  Below are a few things 
to consider.  For a complete template, 
you can visit: 
 

Columbia County EMA 
www.columbiacountyema.org 

 
American Red Cross 

www.redcross.org 
 
Make an emergency supplies kit for the 
home to include water, food, first aid kit, 
non-prescription drugs, battery operated 
radio, flashlights, extra supply of 
batteries, tools and supplies, sanitation 
items (toiletries), clothing and bedding, 
and special items (such as items for 
family members with special needs) 

   NOTE:  A 3-day supply is 
recommended. 

 

Have Emergency Phone Numbers on 
hand to include Police-Fire-Ambulance 
(911),  Poison Hotline, Doctor, Hospital, 
Electric, Gas, Water, Phone, Cable TV, 
Babysitter, Daycare, School, Local EMA, 
County EMA (570-389-5720). 
 

Location and Phone Numbers for 
Emergency Meeting Places, including a 
place directly outside the home, in the 
neighborhood, and outside the area. 
 

Make an vehicle emergency supplies kit 
to include blanket, flashlight, flares, jack, 
tire iron and spare tire, tire repair kit and 
tire pump, fire extinguisher, shovel, rock 
salt, paper towels, map, paper and pen. 
 

Compliments of: 
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EMERGENCY PROTECTIVE ACTIONS 
 
The protective actions during an emergency  
that State Emergency Agencies may recommend are 
"Evacuation”, Shelter", and “Take KI”.  Whenever a 
recommendation is made, the public announcement 
will be preceded by the sounding of sirens in the 
EPZ alerting residents to turn to local TV / Radio.  
 
Remain calm and follow instructions given by 
professionals monitoring the situation.  
 
Shelter means to seek protection indoors so you are 
not exposed to radioactive contaminants.  To reduce 
your chance of exposure, close all windows and 
doors, as well as fireplace dampers.   Turn off heat-
ing, air conditioning and ventilation systems that 
draw air from outside. Cover exhaust fans, cracks 
around window air conditioning units and dryer 
vents.  Remain indoors and stay tuned to your TV / 
Radio for updated information.  
 
Evacuation is ordered based on a significant  
radiological release that may require an immediate  
response with little or no preparation time. So it  
is important to have an evacuation supply kit ready 
to go at all times. 
 
Do not assume that evacuation is always the 
best protective action to take.  By evacuating, 
you may be exposing yourself unnecessarily to 
radioactive fallout.  Whereas, if you took 
shelter, the problem may pass you by. 
 
A Family Planning Template to help prepare for 
emergencies, including an evacuation supply kit can 
be found at: www.columbiacountyema.org 
 
Taking Potassium Iodide (KI)  
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Health issued KI to 
all persons living in the 10-mile EPZ.  Additional pills 
can be purchased at your local pharmacy. Potassium 
Iodide fills up the thyroid gland reducing the chance 
that radioactive iodide will enter and damage it.  
Persons allergic to iodide should not take KI. If  
you have a severe reaction to KI, immediately  
discontinue using it and contact a doctor or public 
health authority for instructions.  
 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION  
 
Siren Activation - Sirens are located throughout 
the 10-mile EPZ.  A 3-to-5 minute non-stop tone  
indicates a situation has occurred. Tune to local 
TV / Radio stations for details.  
 
Route Alert Teams - After siren activation, route 
alert teams consisting of emergency management 
members will immediately go door-to-door or 
through the streets using a public address system 
advising residents to tune into TV / Radio stations.  
Team members will have proper ID. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION  
 
The Columbia County Emergency Management 
Agency will make every effort to keep residents 
informed of developments during an emergency  
at the S.S.E.S. Nuclear Power Plant. This will be 
done through local TV / Radio stations. A tone  
will sound followed by a message.  Residents 
should stay tuned to the TV / Radio for updates. 
Do not use the telephone for questions that are 
addressed on the TV / Radio.  However if an 
emergency exists, immediately call 911.  
 
Pubic Inquiry Hotline Number:  389-5738.  
 
Local TV and Radio stations. 
 
 AM  FM  TV 
WHLM 930 WFYY 106.5 WBRE 28 
  WQKX 94.1 WNEP 16 
  WHLM 103.5 WYLN 35 
 
MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY CENTERS 
 
During a declared S.S.E.S. Nuclear Power Plant 
event, persons who live in the following Municipali-
ties should contact their local emergency centers 
with non-life threatening questions/requests.  
   Beaver Township ·············· 784-4852 
   Berwick Borough ·············· 752-6020  
   Briar Creek Borough········· 752-6020 
   Briar Creek Township ······· 752-5390  
   North Centre Township ···· 752-1121  
   South Centre Township ···· 784-7718  
   Fishing Creek Township ··· 683-6033  
   Mifflin Township ················ 752-4651  

KI is not an anti-radiation pill and will not protect 
you from direct exposure to a radiological hazard 
associated with a nuclear power plant emergency. 
 
If an emergency is declared at the Nuclear Power 
Plant DO NOT automatically take KI. 
 
Only take KI when instructed to do so by the  
Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health. Follow instructions given by the Department 
of Health for taking KI. Do not assume more is  
better. Taking more than one pill in a 24-hour period 
could cause adverse reactions. 
 
PUBLIC EVACUATION CENTERS 
 
If an evacuation is ordered for the 10-mile EPZ of the 
Nuclear Power Plant, residents can report to  
Evacuation Reception Centers (Mass Care Centers). 
If necessary, they will be checked for radioactive 
contamination and decontaminated. They will also 
receive temporary shelter and food until other ar-
rangements can be made. 
 
Pets are not allowed in Mass Care Centers.   
Arrange for other care.  
 
Residents needing accommodations in an 
evacuation can report to the following mass care 
centers: 
 
Beaver Township: Take local routes to SR339.  Go 
south to SR339 to SR54.  Go east on SR 54 to 
Marian High School Road and north to Marian High 
School, Barnesville. 
Berwick Borough: Take Rte 11 south to I-80 or 
SR93 north to SR487, south on SR487 to I-80, west 
on I-80 to Exit 212B to I-180, west on I-180 (220 
South) to Lycoming Mall, Halls/Pennsdale Exit 15.   
Briar Creek Borough: Take Rte 11 south to I-80, 
west on I-80 to Exit 212B to I-180, west on I-180 
(220 South) to Lycoming Mall, Halls /Pennsdale, 
 Exit 15. 
Briar Creek Township: Take local routes to SR93, 
north on SR93 to SR487, south on SR487 to I-80 
West to Exit 212A to SR147, south on SR 147 
through Northumberland to Sunbury.  Rte 147  
becomes Front Street. Turn left onto Chestnut Street 
and right onto Fourth Street to Walnut Street to 
Shikellamy High School, Sunbury. 

Fishing Creek Township: Take local routes west 
to SR254.  Go west on SR254 to SR42 in Millville, 
Take SR42 north to SR442.  Take SR442 west to I
-180.  Go west on I-180 (220 South) to Lycoming 
Mall, Halls/Pennsdale Exit 15.  
Mifflin Township: Take local routes to Mifflinville 
entrance of I-80.  Go west on I-80 to Exit 212A 
(Milton).  South on SR147 to SR45.  East on  
SR45  to Montandon Elementary School,  
Montandon. 
North Centre Township: Take SR93 north or 
Fowlersville Road west to SR487, south on SR487 
to I-80 West to Exit 212A to SR147, south on SR 
147 through Northumberland to Sunbury.  SR147 
becomes Front Street.  Turn left onto Chestnut 
Street and right onto Fourth Street onto Walnut 
Street to Shikellemy High School, Sunbury. 
South Centre Township: Take local routes to  
I- 80, west on I-80 to Exit 212A (Milton). South on 
SR147 to SR45. East on SR45 to Montandon  
Elementary School, Montandon.   
 

S.S.E.S. RISK SCHOOL EVACUATION  
CENTERS 
 
If an evacuation is ordered, students will be taken 
to a pre-assigned host school. The parent or other  
authorized person with proper ID (driver’s license 
or social security card) can pick their child up at 
the host school. 
 
If an evacuation is ordered and students attend a 
school outside the 10-mile EPZ but live inside the 
EPZ, they will be retained at their school until 
picked up by a parent or authorized person with 
proper identification.  
 
RISK SCHOOL HOST SCHOOL 
 
Beaver-Main Elementary ···· Bloomsburg High School 
Berwick High School ·········· Danville High School 
Berwick Middle School ······· Danville Middle School 
Orange Street Elementary ·· Danville Middle School 
Holy Family (St Joseph’s) ··· Liberty Valley Elementary 
Nescopeck Elementary······· Danville Elementary 
14th Street Elementary ······· Liberty Valley Elementary 
Columbia Montour Alt ········· Danville High School 
Heritage Christian School ··· Mahoning-Cooper Elemen 
Mulberry Street Elementary Danville Elementary 
Salem Elementary ·············· Liberty Valley Elementary 
Northeast Elementary ········· Danville Elementary 
 


